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Cover Illustration 


This reproduction from an oil 
painting by Frederick Stymetz 
Lamb shows Washington and staff 
assembled at Fort Putnam, Brook- 
lyn, prior to the Battle of Long 
Island which was fought the last 
days of August 1776. A mural of 
the painting produced by the J. 
and R. Lamb Studio is in Brook- 
lyn’s Public School Number 5 at 
Tillary and Bridge Streets. 

The Battle of Long Island was 
the first engagement of the Revo- 
lution in which Washington par- 
ticipated following his appoint- 
ment as Commander-in-Chief of 
the Continental forces. Fourteen 
years later, as first President of 
the United States, Washington 
made his memorable tour of west- 
ern Long Island as far east as 
Patchogue, Coram and Setauket. 

The 22nd of this month will 
mark the 223rd anniversary of 
Washington’s birth. 


Place-Names of Long Ago 


Here are some Long Island 
place-names used 75 and more 
years ago: Hungry Harbor, Chris- 
tian Hook, Sinner’s Hope, Tiger 
Town, Clear Stream, Dutch Broad- 
way, Fosters Meadow, Grassy 
Pond, Schodack. All were well 
known to me when a boy. 

George E. Hart 
Wading River 


Note: Christian Hook is now 
East Rockway, Fosters Meadow 
is Valley Stream and Schodack 
was part of Rockville Centre. But 
how about the others ? 


Traveling Forum 


You might be interested to hear 
that we send our copy out to 
Wisconsin where it is passed 
around and read with interest and 
appreciation by members of the 
Milwaukee Branch of the Wis- 
consin Historical Society, many 
of whose forbears came from Long 
Island. 

Mrs. William A. Casselman 

Long Island City 
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Long Island’s ("hanging Shorelines 


FEW regions of the earth 

show more dramatically 
than does Long Island the 
day by day influence of 
natural forces in shaping the 
land. Even the most casual ob- 
server visiting one of our 
teaches after a great storm, 
such as the hurricane of 
August 31, 1954, could hardly 
fail to note how the combined 
elements of wind and wave 
had altered the features of 
the shore. At such times we 
become aware of the fact 
that, in addition to interpre- 
ting the events of the past, 
the science of geology is also 
concerned with those of the 
present. 

Although the sculpturing of 
Long Island was commenced 
many millions of years ago, it 
is a continuous process that 
will go on for countless 
raillions of years in the 


Robert R. Coles 


future. Living as we do in 
that moment of eternity that 
joins the past with the 
future, we may enjoy the 
privilege of witnessing a brief 
but very interesting scene of 
that drama. 

This island came into being 
as a separate entity sometime 
after the final retreat of the 
Wisconsin glacier, which 
brought the great Ice Age to 
a close, and the subsequent 
flooding of the valley to the 
north, to create Long Island 
Sound. Although we do not 
know with certainty, some 
geologists believe that this 
occurred somewhere around 
twenty-five thousand years 
ago. Even then the basic form 
of the island was pretty much 
as we know it today. 


Since then, however, the 


forces of rain, wind and waves 
have altered many of its 
features almost beyond recog- 
nition. Although many 
spectacular changes have 
resulted from storms, most 
if not all of the important 
ones were caused by the slow 
but persistent agencies of 
erosion and deposition work- 
ing through thousands of 
years. 

Immediately following the 
retreat of the last glacier and 
the flooding of the valley to 
the north, Long Island began 
to feel the impact of wind and 
waves. Before there was suf- 
ficient time for the roots of 
vegetation to take hold, gales 
from the Atlantic picked up 
tons of sand and swept it 
before them, to build up the 
great dunes that are so char- 
acteristic of eastern Long 
Island. The Shinnecock Hills 
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and the dunes at East Hamp- 
ton, on the South Fluke, are 
outstanding examples of this 
type of formation. These are 
also evident at many places 
along the north shore, such as 
Woodhull Landing and be- 
tween Baiting Hollow and 
Northville, north of River- 
head. 

At a later time dunes were 
formed on the barrier beaches 
along the south shore. While 
most of these are pretty 
firmly anchored today by 
vegetation, there are still 
regions where storm winds 
drive the sand before them to 
make dunes. Anyone who has 
witnessed one of our recent 
hurricanes can testify to that. 

Except for those on the 
barrier beaches, evidence of 
dune formation is rare in 
western Long Island. This 
is apparently due to the fact 
that the land in that part of 
the island is covered wih fine 
gravel and coarse sand, which 
are somewhat loamy in places, 
in contrast to the finer sands 
that predominate on the east- 
ern half. Also, the winds are 
generally more severe on the 
eastern half, both of these 
factors being more favorable 
to dune formation. 

Although the wind alone 
has played an important part 
in the formation of the 
island, it is the combined 
forces of wind and sea that 
have produced the most out- 
standing results. Waves, 
generated by winds sweeping 
across Long Island Sound, 
have sculptured the north 
shore to produce many of the 
interesting features that we 
recognize today. Their on- 
slaught has been most effect- 
live east of Port Jefferson, 
where they have cut through 
the escarpment and eaten into 
the Harbor Hill moraine of 
the Wisconsin’ glacier. The 
ultimate effect on this part of 
the island has been to produce 
a gently curving shore-line 
with few indentations. 

West of Port Jefferson, 
where the attack has been 
less severe, many of the 
promontories have been un- 
dermined by the continual 


Continued on Page 33 
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Black “Oom, Oyster Bay Slave 


ON a November day of 

wrangling winds in 1673 
Richard Crabb of Oyster Bay 
came riding home with a 
twelve vear old negro slave 
named Owah bouncing behivd 
his saddle and clinging to his 
coat tails. 

The lad had been acquired 
from Colonel Lewis Morris, 
son of the late Richard Morris 
of New York, probably as a 
gift to Crabb’s wife, Alice. 
The Colonel, a rich and influ- 
ential master, who upon his 
death in 1691 left twenty-two 
negro men and eleven negro 
women valued at 605 pounds 
in all, had made Crabb stipu- 
late in writing that he would 
allow the boy “suffic‘ent diet 
and lodging” until he reache1 
thirty-one years of age or 
until the death of Alice Crabb, 
when he should ke set free. 

Owah had either begun life 
at the Morris homestead or 
had come there at an early 
age. A negro woman with a 
male child brought about 525 
guilders during the middle 
1600’s_ and Owah’s mother 
was no doubt one of those 
sick and forlorn passengers 
brought on the Wittepaert, or 
other Dutch ship, licensed in 
1654 by the West India Com- 
pany to transport slaves to 
New Netherlands from An- 
gola, Africa. 

Stuyvesant, Director of the 
Colony, and a former gover- 
nor in the West Indies, was 
well acquainted with the slave 
traffic. Las Casas, in a mis- 
taken act of mercy, 
recommended the importation 
of negro slaves into the 
islands in 1502 as a way of 
unburdening the Indian popu- 
lation which had_ suffered 
and dwindled under the Span- 
ish scheme of repartimientos. 
Dutch ships had _ bartered 
slaves for provisions in 
Jamestown (1619) and the 
Thirtieth Article of the West 
India Company’s Freedoms 
and Exemptions (1629) placed 
an injunction upon the Direc- 
tors to supply the colonists 


. 


had ~ 


Tris and Alonzo Gibbs 


with as many 
possible. 

If Owah’s parents were of 
African birth, they had 
known the surprise raid of 
Portuguese or enemy tribes- 
men upon some _ aboriginal 
village. It was the practice 
of these slavers to make each 
captured Negro wear about 
his neck a forked sapling five 
or six feet long, which served 
as a lever arm to subdue the 
strong and as a convenient 
means for lashing the men 
together. Through the dank 
jungles and over the plains, 
long lines of potential s'aves 
staggered to the coast, fol- 
lowed in the air by vultures 
and on the ground by women, 


“blacks” as 


wg ey TES 


% 


wearing chains upon their 
wrists and tied to one another 
by bark ropes. 

Owah, it would seem, had 
not experienced these evil 
days. But in the evening the 
old folk spoke of them or 
sang of them, and these eth- 
nic songs and rhythms he 
knew well. He also heard in 
his name the ring of a distant 
continent, until the family, 
one day, began calling him 
“Tom.” From then on the 
townsfolk, seeing his jet black 
skin and noble form about the 
streets and harbor, referred 
to him as “Black Tom” by 
way of identifying a youth 
who bore a popular Christian 
name. 

Later, when Black Tom 
was twenty-four, Alice Crabb, 








Governor Peter Stuyvesant Who Brought In Early Slaves 
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whom he had faithfully 
served, died. Her will, as 
probated on October 13th, 
1685, decreed that Tom must 
pay four pounds in silver 
money within three years 
from the day of his freedom 
to Simon Cooper and James 
Townsend for the use of her 
grandson, Job Townsend. Al- 
though this stipulation in 
Alice Crabb’s will seems in- 
consistent with the terms of 
the original transfer of Tom 
or Owah, evidently Tom 
raised no objection and was in 
a position to pay the four 
pounds immediately, for Alice 
Crabb’s daughter, Mary An- 
drews, on October 26th 
granted Tom his freedom in 
writing, saying he “hath per- 
formed wt hee was to doe by 
my mother Alice Crabb’s Last 
Will and Testament.” 


Now, as a free man, Black 
Tom chose a surname, Gall, 
and rode away from the 
Crabb holdings on a fine 
mare, with an iron skillet 
hung by a string upon his 
back, and leading by a long 
tether one frisky calf. all be- 
queathed, to him under the 
terms of Mistress Crabb’s 
will. 


He either applied for a land 
grant in the Town of Oyster 
Bay or squatted until the year 
1697 -when the freeholders 
granted him two acres of 
land “at ye south End of ye 
South Street which he now 
lives on being bounded on ye 
north by William Butler’s 
land and on ye East bv the 
highway and on the west by 
the hill and to the southward 
by ye highway.” 

At the same meeting the 
freeholders also granted to 
Tom “a piece or gore of land 
lying ard being and ioying 
(sic) on ye Eastside Daniel 
Townshend’s Land being 
bounded on ye west by ye said 
Daniels Land and on ye East 
by a highway on the south 
by a highway Being in quan- 
tity more or less .. .” The 
number of acres granted is 
illegible, but was _ probably 
four, totalling the average 
land grant of six acres. 


About this time Black Tom 
married a Negress named 


26 


Mary, whom he either bought 
or met as a freed woman, and 
to them at least one child, a 
daughter was born. They 
continued to live in Tom’s 
house on his “Littlefield” 
(the two acre plot) near a 
swamp at the south end of 
South Street in what was 
then called “Sandy Hollow.” 

Here, although situated on 
poor ground, he somehow by 
1716 seeded and nurtured a 
fine orchard which ran to a 
prominent rock on the west- 
ern side of his land. Also his 
calf and mare multiplied and 
on the 7th day of June 1700 
Tom caused the following 
entry to be made by clerk 
John Townsend in the Oyster 
Bay records. “The Mark of 
Black Tom the Negro which 
he marketh all his Cretures 
of is a Lach mark under or 
on the Under Side of ve Left 
Eare.” 

It is the mistake of the 
reformer to believe that the 
victim of a malignant system 
virtuously rises above his 
oppressor’s conduct. Such is 
seldom the case, for often the 
only pattern of behavior the 
oppressed knows is the pat- 
tern set for him by the on- 
pressor. So we find Tom Gall 
in 1717-1718 buying a negro 
slave, Obed, from Nathaniel 
Weekes of Jericho for sixty 
pounds. 

Obed’s services were almost 
lost to Tom when one John 
Lesley claimed that Obed had 
been part of the land security 
posted by Tom in return for 
a loan. William and Mary 
Hall appeared as witnesses in 
the case, stating that not a 
word about Obed had been 
mentioned. 

With Obed available as an 
able workman. Tom and Mary 
in 1720 bought an additional 
eight acres of land from 
George Baulden (Baldwin). 
but this farm was later sold 
to Thomas Rodgers who paid 
a like amount for the prop- 
erty. 

Obed. soon after, fell in 
love with Tom Gall’s daugh- 
ter, married her and gained 
his freedom from her parents 
and their release of any 


Continued on Page 36 
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TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aad Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits. 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 


Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 
INTERIOR DECOR. and DISPLAY 
Courses here prepare students for the fasci- 
nating and remunerative fields of commercia] 
art. Maximum instruction in minimum time. 
Active Free Placement Bureau. 

Send for Circular F or Phone CO. 56-2077. 
REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 


Traphagen, 1680 B'way (52 St.) N. Y. 19 








FIRST SUFFOLK 
NATIONAL BANK 


For Every Banking Service 
Including Convenience 


AMITYVILLE, N. Y. 


Huntington Northport 
East Northport 
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Member of F DIC 














FEBRUARY GIFTS 


IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 


IN STERLING 
Towle Gorham 


IN GLASS 


Fostoria Tiffin Duncan 


And in Other Quality Lines 


TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St. BAY SHORE 
253 W. Main St. Smithtown Branch 




















Serving Suffolk 


e Massapequa to Hampton Bays 
e Cold Spring Harbor to 
Greenport 


OVER 3() YEARS! 


LAUNDERING * DRY CLEANING 


BLUE pont /aundhy 


Telephone BLue Point 4-0420 











Wines & Liquors 


IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 


Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 
201 Bway., AMityville 4-0033 
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“Ohe S helter Island ‘Windmill 


AN old grist windmill 
erected in 1795 near the 
west end of Southold village 
was in 1840 removed across 
Southold Harbor to Shelter 
Island. Reassembled at “The 
Center’’ of that island it there 
remained near the library 
until 1926 when it was re- 
moved to its present location 
on Sylvester Manor. It is one 
of the few Long Island mills 
which was as late as 1952 
in perfect working order. 
Since then some damage was 
sustained to its arms. 


At Southold the eight-sided 
old mill was an object of 
peculiar interest for nearly a 
half century. It stood like a 
sentinel on the top of Mill Hill 
a few feet above the level of 
Jockey Creek but a short dis- 
tance from The Run at the 
west end of the village. 


When it was erected the 
main road lay to the north 
and below the mill. In 1884 
the hill was dragged down 
and graded by Thomas M. 
Bennett and the road was 
relocated, now running over 
the site of the mill, near 
where since have been the 
Barnes and D. E. Thompson 
residences. 

I believe that Nathaniel 
Dominy, the clockmaker, did 
not build the mill, as once 
claimed. A Nathaniel Dominy 
did operate it after its re- 
moval to Shelter Island. My 
information is that it was put 
together by Moses Cleveland, 
a pillar of The Old First 
Church at Southold. The plan 
and designs of the Nathaniel 
Domiry who built mills were 
doubtless followed. 


While other local windmills 
were comparatively short and 
stocky, this particular one 
was tall and slim. When one 
of its arms was pointed to- 
ward the zenith it was a good 
ways up in the air. 

When the great arms spun 
around they made a swishing, 
whirring sound that was 
heard not only in the imme- 


Dr. G@larence Ashton Wood 


diate vicinity but also down 
Hog Neck Road and well up 
Bowery Lane, so named by 
the Britsh Hessian hirelings 
who were encamped there- 
abouts during the Revolution. 

The mill was several stories 
high including the rotating 
dome that carried the arms 
that turned the shaft that 
revolved the _ stones. that 
ground the wheat that made 
the bread. 

The mill was early run by 
several ‘“Uvvertuns”. Ben- 
jamin Overton conducted it 
for a long time. Sylvanus 
Overton, familiary known as 
“Silvy”, never wore a coat 
even in the coldest weather 
but instead, a blanket over his 
shoulders. He was a brother 
of Henry D., Coleman, Hol- 
lam, Eleazer and Mathias 
Overton. 

While Samuel Vail, who 
was five years old when the 
mill was built, became a 
soldier in the War of 1812 and 
lived a century lacking but 
three years, owned the mill, 
Gabriel Bennett of East 
Hampton rented and ran it 
several years. 

When Dick Albertson was 
running the mill, or the mill 
was running him, he could 
defy the competition of the 
tidewater miils at Asha- 
momoque, Peconic Inlet and 
Mattituck. He kept a small 
catboat at the head of nearby 
Jockey Creek and often sailed 
across the bay to the fishing 
grourd under the green hills 
of Shelter Island. 

When the great milling 
plants of Minnesota began to 
put out flour at a moderate 
price, Albertson quit and left 
to his successors the privilege 
of working for nothing and 
finding themselves. 

Once the mill was struck by 
lichtring and badly damaged. 
It was however repaired and 
continued in service. Long 
before the Ferris wheel lured 


adventurous ones to hazard- 
ous aerial flights, young Ed- 
ward Foster Huntting once 
grabbed the framework of an 
arm of the mill as it swooped 
down about four feet from 
the ground. Holding on by his 
hands he made the round trip, 
adapting himself to circum- 
stances as the arm continu- 
ally changed its position. 
Later at Lincoln’s call he 
was one of the first of South- 
old young men to volunteer 
in Co. H of the 127th Regi- 
ment, N. Y. Volunteers, under 
the captaincy of Stewart 
Lyndon Woodford. Huntting 
was a grandson of Rev. Jon- 
athan Huntting, pastor of 
The Old First Church from 
1806 to 1827, and lost his life 
in the Battle of Olustee in 
Florida. He gave name to the 
local Edward F. Huntting G. 
A. R. Woodford became a 
general and also Lieutenant- 
Governor of New York State. 
In 1840 after the removal 
by Hampton Youngs ard 
others of a mill from Aque- 
bogue to Hog Neck, Samuel 
S. Vail sold the mill to Joseph 
Congdon of Shelter Island for 
$200. Capt. Congdon took it 


Continued on page 35 





Shelter Island Windmill 


27 








LONG ISLAND FORUM 


We enjoy reading the Forum 
very much. Mrs. Eloise S. Powell, 
Manhasset. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-1688 AM 4-3140 




















E. CLAYTON SMITH 
Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 
Babylon Tel. 6-0551 


Visitors Welcome 


The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 


Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 
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Funeral Home, Inc. 
67 Broadway 
Amityville, New York 
AMityville 4-0172 


Monumental Work 























Cooper’s Great Stories 


“James Fenimore Cooper, The 
Leather Stocking Saga” is the title 
of a large, handsomely printed, at- 
tractively bound volume recently 
published by Pantheon Books, New 
York. Edited by Dr. Allan Nevins 
of Columbia University and illus- 
trated by Reginald Marsh, it con- 
tains the most vital parts of the 
five stories of adventure which 
comprise what are kncwn as The 
Leather Stocking Tales, namely: 
The Deerslayer, The Last of the 
Mohicans, The Pathfinder, The 
Pioneers, and The Prairie. The 
chosen parts specially pertain to 
Natty Bumpo, otherwise known as 
Pathfinder, Deerslayer, or Hawk- 
eye, the whole arranged in chrono- 
logical order from the mighty char- 
acter’s youth on the New York 
frontier in King George’s War un- 
til his death on the Western 
prairies in Jefferson’s administra- 
tion. 

To Long Islanders there is a 
special appeal in anything having 
to do with America’s first great 
writer of adventure, as he began 
his career as a novelist while liv- 
ing at Sag Harbor during its whal- 
ing days. He did, in fact, partici- 
pate in the industry, investing with 
others in a voyage of the whaleship 
Union. That Cooper at the same 
time absorbed the atmosphere of 
eastern Suffolk County of that era 
is evidenced in several of his works, 
including “The Sea Lions” the lo- 
cale of which is centered here- 
abouts. 

Dr. Nevins has performed a use- 
ful task in compiling this 833-page 








L. I. FORUM INDEX 


The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary, 89-14 Parsons Blvd., Ja- 
maica, sells a complete index of 
the Long Island Forum for the 
years 1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 
postpaid. Also for the years 1948- 
1952 inclusive, at 50 cents post- 
paid. They were compiled by Miss 
Marguerite V. Doggett, Librarian 
L. I. Collection, and may be ob- 
tained by addressing her at the 
Library. 
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volume. It is much more than a re- 
print or even a digest of the orig- 
inal stories, first published more 
than a century ago. It contains a 
good deal of material on Cooper 
himself as well as on his writings. 
It is not just for students, but for 
everyone who enjoys reading ro- 
bust adventure of the period when 
New York was mosily wilderness. 








Legends of Fire Island 

Liked Judge Hildreth’s account 
of Peconic Bay ghostship in Jan- 
uary Forum. Dr. Edward: Richard 
Shaw’s book entitled “Legends of 
Fire Island Beach and the South 
Side”, published I think in 1895 
and dedicated to the L. I. historian 
William S. Pelletreau, contains 
some good ghost stories. 

Harold F. Bell 
Baltimore, Md. 








Schrafel Motors, Inc. 
NASH Sales and Service 
NEW and USED CARS 
Merrick Road, West Amityville 
Leo F, Schrafel AM 4-23 06 


























Your Family History 
Start it now with our Simplified 
Worksheets and Directions. 


Complete Set, punched for three- 
ring binder, postpaid $1.... 


GIDEON STIVERS 
Box 382 Riverhead, L. I. 











The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 

A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 1 to5 P.M. 
Sponsored by 
HALLERAN AGENCY 


Realtors Flushing, N. Y. 





OIL 
co. 


STILL ge CALSO 


GASOLINE — FUEL OIL 
DISTRIBUTOR 
Tel. SElden 2-3512 














Cash and Carry 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
AMityville 4-1348 
Dixen Avenue Copiague 











First Mortgage Loans 


Phone FArmingdale 2-2000 








Farmingdale Federal Savings 
and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


7% Dividend 


Insured Savings 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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Battling a Gale in 1901 


[NX the late summer of 1901 
a fleet of about fifteen 
fishing smacks, hailing from 
Noank, Connecticut; Green- 
port, Orient and East Marion, 
Long Island, after fishing all 
day outside of Montauk Point 
and westward along the coast, 
decided to anchor for the 
night. 

At sunset, with a strong 
flood tide and a light breeze of 
wind, we all came in around 
Montauk Point and dropped 
anchor in Shagwong Bay. 
These were no pleasure boats, 
with rod and reel fishermen 
out for the fun of it, but well- 
built sailing vessels, made to 
stand up in all kinds of 
weather which Gardiner’s 
Bay, Block Island Sound and 
the Atlantic Ocean had to 
offer us. 

Our smack had had quite a 
history. Built like a pilotboat, 
and just as seaworthy, she 
had been named the Montauk 
when owned and sailed by 
Captain Sidney Brooks. He 
sold her to Captain Andrus 
Rackett and his two sons, 
Edward and Winifred, who 
enlarged the vessel and 
changed her appearance, and 
a'so her name to Minnie T. 
Rackett. 


When Everett L. Bennett 
and I purchased her, we re- 
tained the name and I served 
as skipper. Subsequently we 
sold the Minnie T. Rackett 
avd the last we heard of her 
she was still in the fishing 
business sailing out of Fulton 
Fish Market. 

The crew members of these 
fishing smacks were a rugged, 
hardy lot of men, from six- 
teen to seventy years of age. 
They worked for their living 
.from 4 A. M. until the shades 
of night came down over the 
ocean. There is a great dif- 
ference in fishing for pleasure 
avd fishing for a livelihood. 

By looking at a map of Long 
Island you will see that 
Shagwong Bay is a one-sided 
harbor, giving shelter from 


Capt. Eugene S. Grifing 


the offland breezes which are 
usually south-west and very 
mild; considered as a great 
asset to Long Islanders, espe- 
cially in the summer. To the 
north and east there is no 
protection from the gales and 
heavy seas that come with a 
roaring northeaster. 

On the night in 1901 of 
which I write, supper over, 
the various crews smoked 
their pipes, then “turned in” 
early with every indication of 
sleeping soundly until 4 A. M. 

On vessels of this type there 
was no watch set, for the 
skippers were light sleepers 
and usually knew what was 
going on, but on this particu- 
lar night, I was sound asleep. 
At about midnight a howling 
gale from the north-east was 
upon us. Came the pitching and 
tossing of the vessel, the clat- 
ter of our boats on deck, with 
every movable thing on the 
move, and the noise of the 
wind through the rigging, but 
nore of these things awak- 
ened us. We slept on. 


Suddenly I heard the blast 


of a foghorn. We all jumped 
out of our berths, went up the 
ladder and out on deck. What 
a sight it was; no time for 
fright; there was plenty to 
do if we were to save the 
vessel and our lives. 

When the wind had changed 
so suddenly we had fouled 
our anchor, and were drifting 
down upon Captain Lathrop’s 
schooner from Noank, Con- 
necticut. 


It was his foghorn which 
had aroused us, and no doubt 
saved us from being wrecked 
on a lee shore which had 
plenty of rocks, as well as 
sand; not a desirable place to 
land in a north-east gale. 

We cleared the schooner by 
a safe margin, with no time to 
tie in a reef, so we tied down 
the leech rope of the main sail 
to the main koom, thus mak- 
ing a small lug sail. With the 
helm up we began to make 
steerage-way only, which was 
not enough. 

We worked our way for- 
ward over the deck which was 
all awash, for by this time 
the seas were running pretty 


Continued on page 38 





Fishing Boats at Greenport (from watercolor by Cyril A. Lewis) 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 





Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. SAyville 4-1900 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 





Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
8393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 








Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 











Hicksville 
SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 
Real Estate - Insurance 


90 Broadway Tel. Hicksville 600 





Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC. 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 and 2272 
Members L. I. Real Estate Board 











Tel. FReeport 8-0495 


PATTERSON - MILLER, 
Inc. 
APPRAISERS 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Brokers 
24 So. Grove St. Freeport, N. Y. 














Latest Dividend Declared 
at the rate of 


Yn % 
per annum 


Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union Savings Bank 
of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 
Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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Remembers “Buckram” 


Mr. Coles’ reference (November 
Forum) to Locust Valley once 
being called Buckram, probably 
from that material being manufac- 
tured there, reminds me that it 
was used extensively some 65 
years ago. It was a loosely woven 
fabric stiffened with glue, Skirts 
were lined with it part way to the 
waist, with cambric covering, and 
a velvet or mohair braid on the 
bottom which just cleared the 
ground. 

Sleeves, which were very large, 
were lined with it to make them 
stand out. Buckram was also used 
to line the lapels of men’s coats, 
their vests and around the pockets, 
to preserve their shape. Wire hat 
frames were covered with it before 
the felt or velvet was put on. 

As a girl of twenty-odd I re- 
member how proud I was of my 
first dress containing buckram, 
making it swing from side to side 
as I walked up Fifth avenue of an 
afternoon, which was a New York 
custom in those days. 

It is nice to think that this once 
popular material was, Mr. Coles 
believes likely, a product of the old 
mill on Kaintuck Mill Pond, near 
what is now Locust Valley. 

Mrs. Benjamin L. Baird 
Southampton 


French Miller’s Family 


The December issue is very 
fine! I read each issue from 
cover to cover. I cannot leave iit 
until I’ve finished it. 

Dr. Wood wrote a fine article 
about Pierre Rene  Villifieu 
(Island’s French Miller). I wish 
he had added that the four daugh- 
ters were professional musicians. 
Each daughter played the organ 
in different. churches in Babylon 
and elsewhere. They were music 
teachers unsurpassed in their time. 

Their dignity and graciousness 
endeared them to their pupils. My 
sister Carrie studied with Miss 
Eugenie and my sister May and 
I studied with Miss Zilpha. Dear 
Mrs. Villifieu always had some 
dainty tid-bit or fruit for each 
pupil as she finished her lesson. 
The Villifieu’s were indeed a First 
Family of Babylon. 

Mrs. Frederick H. Schulter 

160 Columbia Heights 
Brooklyn 


Island’s Background 


The Forum is doing well in 
keeping the background of Long 
Island alive and presenting it in 
an interesting way to the present 
generation. Capt. Bob Newins, 
President Hunters Garden (found- 
ed 1838). 


Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
185 Main Street 
Tel. POrt Washington 7-3124 





Commack 


Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 
Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 
FOrest 8-9322 








Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Ine. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 








Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyvandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 











Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 


M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 


Telephone GLen Cove 4-0491 
Bay Shore 














Auto and Other Insurance 
— Real Estate — 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 
83 E.Main,BayShore 7-0876 & 0877 


Central Islip 


ROBERT E. 0’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Ialit 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 














W. E. MAGEE, Ine. 


Insurance and Real Estate 
Francis B. Garvey 
Robert Snyder 


Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 
George S. Colyer, Secy. 


Broadway and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 
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Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 





Glen Cove 





HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 





Westbury 


HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
For Westbury and Vicinity 








Floral Park 





EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 





Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 








East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 


Real Estate & Insurance Brokers 





North Hempstead Turnpike 
Tel. OYster Bay 6-0592 


” BENJI. T. WEST 


Real Estate -Insurance 


EAST /JETAUKET 
Long Island, New York 
a Tel. 101 Setauket a 














Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0376 




















Dr. Marden, Glen Cover 


I have just finished reading the 
January issue of the Forum and as 
usual enjoyed every word of it. 
Julian Denton Smith’s “Young 
Tom, Another Blacksnake” was de- 
lightful, I can hardly wait until 
Spring to learn how Young Tom 
survived the winter. 

Robert Coles’ article, “When 
Bryant Lived at Roslyn”, attained 
his usual high standard of inter- 
est. I assume that Taber Kirk, the 
wife of F. Darius Benham of Bay- 
ville, founder of the famous New 
York luncheon club, The Circus 
Saints and Sinners, is a descen- 
dant of Richard Kirk who built 
Cedarmere. 

Enclosed is a clipping of inter- 
est about our own Walt Whitman. 
Besides William Cullen Bryant and 
Walt Whitman, Glen Cove can 
claim, as a one time resident, an- 
other prolific and illustrious writer, 
Orison Swett Marden. Although 
born in the hamlet of Thornton 
Gore, New Hampshire, Dr. Marden 
at one time lived in Glen Cove 
where much of his writing was 
done. See page 260 “The Life of 
Orison Swett Marden” by Mar- 
garet Connolly. I believe he died 
March 10th, 1924, in Los Angeles, 
California, no doubt (as Mr. M. M. 
Prince of Hauppauge intimates) 
from smog. 

Horace K. T. Sherwood 
Long Beach, Cal. 


Note: The clipping enclosed from 
the Los Angeles Herald Express 
tells of the Los Angeles City Col- 
lege Library observing the cen- 
tennial of Walt Whitman’s “Leaves 
of Grass”. 


150 Year Farm Dynasty 


I always look forward for the 
Forum’s arrival. As you know, my 
Fort Neck Farm at Cutchogue, 
once the home of the Corchaug In- 
dians, has been in our family since 
March of 1805, a period of 150 
years. 

John G. Downs 
Cutchogue 


Note: The writer, for many years 
a Member of the State Assembly 
and Chairman of its Conservation 
and other important, committees, 
has long been a student of South- 
old Town history. Editor. 


Well Done, Dr. Wood 


Dr. Wood’s story in the January 
Forum on the mill that was moved 
from Brooklyn to New Jersey to 
Southold was a real chapter to 
island history. Mill stories have a 
fascination, I think, for many of 
your readers. 

Fredk. P. Stoneham 
Long Island City 


East Quogue 





GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 





Wantagh 





W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 
Wading River 








WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Phone: Wading River 4323 








Great Neck 

A, LONG ISLAND 
hgorth, REAL ESTATE 
City line to Montauk Point. List- 
ings wanted all over Long Island. 
Sales offices at 740 Northern Blvd., 
Great Neck, and Route 25 Matti- 
tuck. Tels. GReat Neck 2-5614 and 

Mattituck 9-8434. 





Garden City 





ULKLEY ¢ {2 TON (0. 
BULKLEY 6] oR (9. 


‘*Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization"’ 


721 Franklin Ave. PI 6-5406 














Save at Southold 


Latest Dividend 


23 


Plus %% extra per annum 


Bank by Mail 
WE PAY POSTAGE 
BOTH WAYS 


The Oldest Savings Bank in Suf- 
folk County. Incorporated 1858. 


Southold Savings Bank 


Southold, New York 


Member Federal! Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers 





Miller Place 


ALFRED E. BEYER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Member, Suffolk Real Estate Board 
North Country Road Miller Place 
Tel. POrt Jefferson 8-1204 


Babylon 


CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 

















EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Robert A. Dodd 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 


RAYMOND A. SWEENEY 
66 Merrick Rd., Copiague AMityville 4-1961 














Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-14140 














INSURANCE 
Ask 


EDWARDS 


The Oldest Agency 
for Miles Around 
Phones 
SAyville 4-2107 - 4-21C8 








Cedarmere Estate 


The house shown on the cover 
of your January 1955 issue is not 
Cedermere but an adjoining house 
in which people by the name of 
Tasker once lived. 

However, the man-made pond is 
indeed a part of the estate and I 
will say this property is one of the 
most beautiful to be found any- 
where. 

As a young Huck Finn many is 
the perch I purloined out of this 
pond and adjoining ponds on the 
Frick estate. 

Joseph E. Deckow 
Hicksville 


Note: Cedarmere was not the 
name of any one house but of the 
entire estate, we have been told. 
Editor. 


Patchogue Cowboy 


It’s about forty-five years since I 
was a resident of Patchogue. How- 
ever, I have made annual visits 
there since that time. I find the 
Forum very interesting and a nice 
link with my boyhood days in 
Patchogue. 

My home was on North Ocean 
avenue and it was part of my 
chores to escort two cows from 


our barn, out Oak street to the 
pasture lot on Medford avenue, 
daily. 


Lyle W. Smith 
Evanston, III. 


Brookhaven Town should be 
proud of its historian, Miss Strong. 
She is a worthy successor of the 
late Richard M. Bayles. Theodore 
R. Ki‘tle, Massapequa. 


Like Bryant Story 


Robert R. Coles’ story “When 
Bryant Lived at Roslyn” (January 
Forum) was most interesting. It is 
understandable how that beautiful 
community on the north shore of 
Nassau County inspired him to 
some of his best poetical work. 

(Miss) Dora V. Slade 
Queens 








GLEN FLOORS 


FRED CAPOBIANCO 
Broadloom - Linoleum 
Tile 
Shades and Blinds 
BABYLON GLEN COVE 
HICKSVILLE 

















**The Fame Behind the Name’’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


PAtchogue 38-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
Riverhead 8-2948 HEmpstead 2-3966 
BAbylon 6-2020 SOuthampton 1-0346 
BEllport 7-0604 STony Brook 7.0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 








LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 


Want Old L. I. Maps, Documents 
580 Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 














Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave , Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














BELLPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street BEllport 7-0143 














Over 100 Years 


of 


DEPENDABLE 


SERVICE 
TO 
LONG ISLANDERS 






































AMITYVILLE ROSL 
HUNTING Sa SMITHTOWN 


WESTBUR WANTAGH 
LOCUST VALLEY 








L. I. Books For Sale 


Memorial of the Late Hon. David 
S. Jones, containing data on 
Jones Family of Massapequa. By 
W. A. Jones. 1849. 

Sccial History of Flatbush. Ger- 
trude L. Vanderbilt. Illus. 12mo. 
cloth. 1900. 

History of Town of Flatbush. 
Thomas M. Strong. Illus. 12mo. 
cloth. 1842. Reprinting of 1908. 
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Changing Shorelines 


Continued from Page 24 


pounding of the sea, and their 
sands and gravels have been 
transported by off-shore cur- 
rents to extend the beaches, 
or build up spits, bars or 
hooks in the vicinity of the 
harbors. 


Amorg the many examples 
of such deposition along the 
north shore are Lloyd Point 
and East Beach, both on 
Lloyd Neck, and the narrow 
sand bars that protrude from 
the western shores of Cold 
Spring and Hempstead Har- 
bors. These are just a few 
examples of many similar for- 
mations that may be observed 
koth on the north shore and 
between the flukes at the east 
end of the island. They may 
be found on any road map and 
in many cases they serve as 
natural breakwaters for the 
protection of small craft. 


Of equal interest has been 


the work of off-shore currents 
in depositing sand to connect 
many sma!] islands with the 
mainland of Long Island. A 
dozen or more of these are 
recognized today as _ penin- 
sulas or necks upon which 
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some of our most attractive 
homes are situated. Among 
others these include such well 
known necks as Centre Island 
and Lloyd and Eaton Necks, 
on the north shore. Between 
the flukes, Ram Island and 


or 








Sand Dunes on Barrier Beach 








MORTGAGE MONEY 
HOME OWNERS 








Mortgage Loans to refinance existing mortgages 


or to purchase and/ or renovate homes 














INDIVIDUAL MORTGAGE HOLDERS 


Existing mortgages purchased or refinanced 


RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 
RIVERHEAD, N. Y. 


RIVERHEAD 8-3600 
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Mashomuck Point have be- 
come joined to Shelter Island 
in the same way, as have 
many other so-called necks 
that were at one time sep- 
arate islands. 

The most outstanding geo- 
logic feature of Long Island’s 
south shore is the chain of 
long, narrow barrier beaches 
that parallel the mainland of 
the island for about ninety 
miles, enclosing numerous 
shallow bays. These are so 
different from the rest of the 
island’s topography that they 
suggest an entirely different 
origin. While most of them 
are or have been true islands, 
being entirely separated from 
the mainland, a few are more 
in the nature of spits, since 
they are seaward extensions 
of the land. 

These have been formed 
since the retreat of the 
Wisconsin glacier and repre- 
sent one of the most change- 
able features of the island, 
since they are being altered 
continually due to erosion and 
deposition by winds, waves 
and off-shore currents. Many 
of them are largely covered 
by sand dunes that have be- 
come anchored by vegetation. 

The longest of these ex- 
tends from Southampton 
westward to Fire Island Inlet, 
being broken only by Shin- 
necock and Moriches Inlets. 
This parallels the south shore 
for about 40 miles and en- 
closes the waters of Shin- 








TEST-PROVED 
(7A 


® 
ROYAL-T"”" 
HEARING AID 


Priced at less than 
¥ as much, but per- 
formance- proved 
equal to 5 leading 
competitive aids 
averaging $268! 


COME IN FOR TEST DETAILS 





Price includes air 
conduction receiver 
and stock earmold. 


PICKUP & BROWN 
GUILD OPTICIANS 


18 Deer Park Ave. Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-0927 


necock, Moriches and Great 
South Bays. 

Although crossed by inlets 
today, the geologist, Myron L. 
Fuller, described it, 1914, as 
“an unbroken beach, extend- 
ing westward from South- 
aimpton to Fire Island Inlet’. 
Also, on a large scale topo- 
graphic map, published in 
1913 it is shown as a contin- 
uous beach without any inlets. 
Fuller does mention, however, 
that “waves occasionally cut 
through it in time of storm, 
although the openings are 
commonly closed again.” 


Regarding its formation, he 
tells us that,“it is composed 
largely of materials eroded 
from the Montauk Peninsula 
by wave action, and trans- 
ported westward by waves 
and off-shore currents to 
build up the long, narrow 
beach. He also mentions that, 
“It is possible, also, that a 
part of the material has been 
thrown up from the shallow 
sea bottom in the vicinity by 
the action of waves.” 

To the west of Fire Island, 
Jones Beach, Long Beach, 
Rockaway Beach and other 
similar formations were once 
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without any natural connect- 
ion with the mainland of Long 
Island. These constituted true 
barrier beaches rather than 
spits. In some places, how- 
ever, as near the eastern end 
of Rockaway Beach, the 
shallow waters behind the 
barrier have diminished 
through the years, as eel 
grass has taken root to later 
become marsh area and fi- 
rally land. Unlike Fire Island, 
which is composed largely 
from material eroded from 
the South Fluke, these islands 
have keen built up of sands 
taken from the shallow ocean 
bottom and transported west- 
ward by wave action and off- 
shore currents. 

A study of the map indi- 
cates how in many instances 
the western tips of these 
beaches are being extended 
by wave action so that they 
overlap the adjoining beach 
with a more or less curved 
hook. This shows’ unmis- 
takably how these beaches 
have been affected by the 
westward drift of the littoral 
currents. 

It must not be assumed, 


Continued on page 38 











The 
Bank of Amityville 


Incorporated 1891 
2% on Special Interest Accounts Compounded Quarterly 
Hours: 9:00 to3:00 except Saturdays 
Friday Evenings 6:00 to 8:00 


Member Federal! Deposit Insurance Corporation 




















Blomquist Laundry 


COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 

Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 

















RECORDS 
RCA-Columbia- Decca 


Wide Selection of 


POPULAR 
CLASSICAL 
CHILDREN’S 


in all the speeds 


AMITY RADIO 


For Quality Service on TV 
Onthe Triangle A Mityville 4-1177 
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Shelter Island Windmill 


Continued from Page 27 


down and had it carted in 
sections by oxen to the shore 
of the bay at Ashamomoque 
where later was Sage’s brick- 
yard. Loaded on barges, the 
parts were floated across the 
water to Weeks or Fresh 
Pond, at that time a ferry 
terminal.From there it was 
carted to “The Center” of 
Shelter Island. There reas- 
sembled, it stood at the heart 
of the island for eighty-four 
years,on the corner lot next 
to the library midway be- 
tween the North Haven and 
Greenport ferries. 


On the way from Southold 
the main cogwheel supporting 
the wings of the mill was lost 
overboard from one of the 
barges. Due to this circum- 
stance, the restoration of the 
mill was continued through 
the years 1840 and 1841. A 
Mr. Talmadge superintended 
the job of removal and also 
became the first miller at 
its new location. Martin L. 
Prince and E. W. Payne, 
father of Havens Pavne, did 
the carpenter work involved. 

About 1855 Capt. Congdon 
sold the mill to Smith Baldwin 
another retired mariner and 
a native of Babylon, born 
1816, the son of John and 
Phebe Smith Baldwin. After 
attending the first Southold 
Academy, he went to sea and 
in time became captain of a 
whaling ship. He married 
June 7, 1847 Maria Cart- 
wright, daughter of Anderson 
and Cynthia Cartwright. 
Maria accompanied her hus- 
band to sea and at St. Helena, 
a daughter Ella Carroll was 
born. They also had a son 
Edgar Baldwin who married 
Margaret Burns. 


The Smith Baldwin family 
lived many years on Shelter 
Island in the Lodowick Ha- 
vens homestead, a low white 
house built in 1801, known as 
The Sycamores. It had been 
bought by the Presbyterian 
Society of the Island in 1835 
for use as a parsonage. Capt. 
Baldwin acquired it about 
1850. The neighboring houses 
to the south, one by one were 


all consumed by fire and on 
the morning of March 12, 
1927 The Sycamores also was 
burned. 


Capt. Baldwin hired Rem- 
ington Havens to run the mill 
until the latter’s death. Then 
he himself took charge and 
ran it for a number of years. 
Smith Baldwin was a pious 
man. As he worked,from time 
to time he was in the habit of 
reading the Bible. He died 
June 3, 1884 at the age of 68. 


In 1870 Baldwin had sold 
the mill to Capt. Benjamin 
Conklin Cartwright, a prom- 
inent resident of Shelter 
Island who, after retiring 
from the sea, conducted a fish 
factory there. In 1879 Capt. 
Cartwright sold the mill to 
Mrs. Lillian Farlow and for a 
long time it ceased to grind. 
During World War I it was 
renovated and put into run- 
ning order by Capt. Cart- 
wright’s son Clarence who 
with Timothy Griffing as 
miller ran it during 1917-18. 

While Henry Ryder, the 
miller in 1889, was making an 
adjustment to an arm of the 
mill, it fell and killed him. He 
and his father James and 
brother Charles lived on the 
Alfred H. Sanford farm 
which later was the home of 
Charles L. Sanford. 


In 1924 the mill became the 
property of Miss Cornelia 
Horsford, daughter of Eben 
Horsford and_ great-grand- 
daughter of Ezra L’Homme- 
dieu. During October 1926 
she had the mill carefully 
removed by Joseph Miller of 
East Hampton to a high place 
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on the historic Sylvester 
Manor. Edward Gay of East 
Hampton and a gang of 
laborvers took down and reas- 
sembled it. 

The paternal grandmother 
of this writer, Elizabeth 
(Chase) Wood, was a first 
cousin of the above named 
Captain Benjamin C. Cart- 
wright. She was a daughter of 
Frederick and Rebecca Chase. 
Rebecca was a daughter of 
Edward Cartwright, soldier 
of the Revolution and sire of 
the Shelter Island Cart- 
wrights. 

When the mill was restored 
in 1952 it was necessary to 
bring an 18-foot shaft, 20 by 
20 inches in _ cross-section, 
from the State of Washing- 
ton, clear across the conti- 
nent. The height of the 
restored mill is now about 35 
feet with a base of 18 or 20 
feet. 


The overall length of its 
arms is nearly 60 feet. 


Dr. Huden’s Research 


I don’t know how a man as busy 
as Dr. John C. Huden of the Uni- 
versity of Vermont has time to do 
the research required for an article 
like “A Long Island Catechism” 
in the January Forum. I have 
saved all his Indian articles which 
have appeared in the Forum as I 
consider him a leading authority 
on that subject. 

F. Partridge Stone 
Far Rockaway 








Railroader Tooker 


Yes (in answer to O. S.’s in- 
quiry) our contributor, Mr. John 
Tooker of Babylon, is a retired 
LIRRer. Not only has he a great 
fund of information on that sub- 
ject, but also on many phases of 
island history. Edi. 
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Double Awards for Galanos 


One of the youngest designers 
whom 1954 welcomed to the top 
ranks is James Galanos.The year 
just past brought him two of the 
most coveted rewards that fashion 
has to offer. The twenty-nine-year- 
old California designer, a former 
student of the Traphagen School 
of Fashion, won the Twelfth 
Annual Coty Fashion Critics’ 
Award. The presentation and 
fashion show of designs of all the 
past winners of this honor took 
place at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. Galanos received the 
bronze statuette, affectionately 
known as “Winnie,” from the 
hands of Mrs. Edna Woolman 
Chase, chairman of the editorial 
board of “Vogue.” He was selected 
for “his fresh, new, young talent 
and the individuality of his 
designs.” 

The youthful designer was also 
recipient last fall of the Neiman 
Marcus Award, presented by the 
Dallas, Texas, store for outstand- 
ing accomplishments in fashion. 

Jimmie Galanos was born in 
Philadelphia of Greek parentage 
and he planned his career as a de- 
signer from the time he was ten. 
He raced for Manhattan and 
Traphagen School of Fashion as 
soon as his high school diploma 


became a reality. He was associ- . 


ated with Davidow in New York 
before going to California where 
his meteoric independent career 
began less than three years ago. 
Simple elegance is this young de- 
signer’s forte and the honors it 
has won him have now made 
Galanos a_ world-wide fashion 
name to remember. 

The Traphagen School at 1680 
Broadway (52nd St.), New York, 
is known for turning out success- 
ful students and its doors are 
always open to welcome those 
interested since its aim is to 
sponsor young American artists 
and designers. 





Milk Substitute 


As a child, when our family had 
a cottage at the Jamesport Camp 
Meeting grounds, my Grandfather 
Terrell and I were having break- 
fast alone one day, and there 
happened to be no milk in the 
house. So Grandfather told me 
that once when whaling, the cow 
which they had taken along went 
dry, so they used butter instead. 
We tried it, and it made a good 
drink. 

Mrs. Miriam G. Tyte 
Riverhead 





subscription to the Forum, and 
long may it wave. LeRoy L. Smith, 
Forest Hills. (Note: Mr. Smith 
was long publisher of the Long 
Island City Star). 
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James Galanos, winner of American Critics’ Award and Nieman Marcus 
Award, trained in New York at Traphagen School of Fashion. 





Oyster Bay Slave 
Continued From Page 26 


claims upon him “from the 
Beginning of the World to the 
day of ye Date of their pre- 
sents. .. .” which was April 
28th, 1722. 

With the freeing of Obed, 
Tom ard Mary Gall move be- 
yond the limits of research. 
As the first slave freed on 
Lorg Island, Black Tom set 
an example of honesty and 
industry: in fact, h’s rise in 
the world suggests a certain 
brilliance. 

Eventually, in 1799, the 
New York State Legis'ature 
provided that all negro child- 


rer born after Ju'y 4th of 


that year were to be set free: 
boys after reaching twenty- 


eight years of age, and girls 
after reaching twenty-five 


years of age. By 1827 s!avery 
in this state was at an end. 


As a Birthday Gift 


Just as numerous persons use a. 
yearly subscription to the Forum 
as a Christmas gift, so it is suit- 
able as a birthday gift at any time: 
of year. We send a special birth- 
day card with the giver’s com- 
pliments. It is a gift which carries 
a reminder of friendship twelve 
times a year to the _ recipient. 
Simply send name of recipient to- 
gether with $2 and we wiil do the 
rest. 
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Nancy’s @Magic (Plothesline 


ig hardly seems possible that 
quiet Setauket village 
should have been known dur- 
ing the Revolution as a hotbed 
of spies. So much so in fact 
that no person from Setauket 
could enter New York, then 
held by the British, without 
being thoroughly searched. 


But so it was, for there in 
the shingled house by the bay 
dwelt Abraham Woodhull who 
with Robert Townsend of 
Oyster Bay was the head of 
General Washington’s spy 
system on Long Island. Aus- 
tin Roe in his Inn at East 
Setauket, Caleb Brewster with 
his whaleboat (those great 
rowing boats with which they 
used to cross the Sound), and 
many others, all helped the 
cause. 


Doubtless there were women 
among them, but the only one 
whose story I know was my 
great-great-grandmother — a 
worthy descendant of her 
great - grandmother, Madam 
Martha Smith who sent out 
her own boats after whales. 
Nancy as Anna Smith Strong 
was called was married to 
Judge Selah Strong. Some 
years later they came back to 
the old Smith home on what 
is now known as Strong’s 
Neck (properly St. Georges 
Manor). 

The old house was in bad 
shape and how Nancy must 
have rejoiced as the Dutch 
tiles with their blue pictures 
shone once more in their blue 
and white around the living- 
room fireplace, and delicious 
odors came from the kitchen 
where a hearth of fieldstones 
made safe the great fires that 
burned under pots and kettles. 


But those were stormy 
times. News must be gotten 
from New York, and Austin 
Roe, innkeeper and _store- 
keeper, had to give some rea- 
son for his hurried trips to 
the city. As the old account 
books show, Madam Nancy 
found need for many things 
and needed them at once. 


Kate Wheeler Strong 


Editor’s Note 


It is by special request that we 
reprint this story which seems to 
have created a demand which can- 
not otherwise be met. As stated 
previously, the facts are from the 
author’s vast collection of family 
records and other data not publicly 
available. 





Yards and yards of tablecloths 
and other expensive things 
were ordered in haste. And 
those trips to town brought 
back information as well as 
drygoods. 

But that information had 
to cross the Sound and it was 
not safe for Caleb Brewster to 
always land at the same spot. 
In fact he had six landing 
places. But how was Abra- 
ham Woodhull, to whom Roe 
brought the secret messages, 
to know if Caleb Brewster was 
in town or where his boat was 
hidden? One glance at Madam 
Nancy’s clothesline across the 
bay would give him his 
answer. How she knew is not 
known, but know she did. 

If Abraham Woodhull saw 
a black petticoat (most petti- 





coats were red, I think) wav- 
ing in the wind, he knew Capt. 
Caleb was in town. Each of 
the six landing places had a 
number and by counting the 
handkerchiets scattered 
through the wash Woodhull 
would find the answer and 
soon a swift messenger would 
seek out Caleb Brewster and 
strong arms would drive the 
whaleboat across the Sound to 
Connecticut and to Major 
Tallmadge, head of Washing- 
ton’s Secret Service. 

But there were stormier 
days ahead. Selah Strong, 
though not on the list of 
Washington’s spies, evidently 
had a hand in things, for he 
was arrested for surreptitious 
communications with the en- 
emy and was thrown, first in 
the “sugar-house prison”, and 
later taken to one of the worst 
of the horrible prison hulks, 
the Jersey. 

There men died like flies, of 
hunger and disease. It was 
taking one’s life into one’s 
hands to go on board any of 
those ships, but Madam 
Nancy was not daunted. Some 
of her Smith relations were 


The Strong Homestead (from an old sketch) 
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J. C. DODGE & SON, Inc. 


Glen Cove’s Oldest Furniture House 


Established in 1835 when Andrew Jackson was President. 


GLen Cove 4-0242 
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Changing Shorelines 
Continued from page 34 


however, that this process of 
beach formation has_ been 
continuous. At times many 
feet will be added during a 
single storm, or the ocean 
may break through a for- 
merly continuous teach to 
form a new inlet. 

Evidence of many of these 
changes that have occurred 
during the recent past may be 
found by studying govern- 
ment charts, the first of which 
were made in 1835. These 
show how, in a matter of a 
very few years, a beach will 
Le extended westward several 
miles, while elsewhere the 
wave action tends to eat away 
the land areas until they com- 
plete’y disappear. 

Here we have only had 
opportunity to call attention 
to a few of the more outstand- 
ing changes that have occur- 
red on Long Island since the 
retreat of the Wisconsin 
glacier. To these may be 
added many more that are 
equally interesting. The most 
exciting thing about this 
great drama is that it is going 
on today as it has for thou- 
sands of years past, and may 
be observed by everyone 
with sufficient curiosity to 
strike out on an expedition to 
explore the island from the 
Narrows to Montauk Point. 


Genealogist’s Comment 


I do not want to miss a copy as 
the Forum is a Must to me. May 
the New Year be a happy and 
prosperous cne to you and yours. 

Louis T. Vail 
New Port Richey, Fla. 

Note: This is flattering praise 
from one of New York’s. leading 
authorities on family histories. 
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Magic Clothesline 
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loyal subjects of King George. 
To them she went to beg 
to get permission for her to 
visit her husband. Her peti- 
tion was granted and with a 
boat laden with food stuffs 
she was rowed out to the ship. 

Greedy guards dared not 
steal the food brought by a 
gracious lady with a British 
permit. In the family annals 
it is recorded that this food 
saved Selah Strong’s life and 
later Madam Nancy was able 
to secure his release even 
though her husband had to 
flee to Connecticut for safety. 
I think she stayed and carried 
on her part, safe in the pro- 
tection of those same Tory 
relations, for neither she nor 
her four sons and two daugh- 
ters living at that time are 
mentioned among the refu- 
gees. In fact, some of her 
family regarded her as a 
Tory, which helped her to 
work with less danger. 

Years have passed, mosses 
have grown on her stone in 
the old family graveyard and 
it is only lately that musty 
old papers have given un the 
secret of Nancy’s Magic 
Clothesline. and the important 
part she played in our Coun- 
try’s history. 


We enjoy the Forum very much. 
Thomas B. Ebbets, Seaford. 








_ It’s_a fine little magazine. Wil- 
liam Hildebrandt, Principal, South 
Grove School, Syosset. 
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Battling a Gale in 1901 


Continued from page 29 


high. We managed to hoist 
just the head of the jib, which 
helped us to make a little 
headway. 

By this time we could see 
the breakers and hear the 
roar of the surf just a short 
distance away. 

Gradual'y she worked. ahead 
as we stood out to sea on the 
port tack. When we were well 
out of the bay, and in the 
oren sea, we reefed our sails, 
then went about on the star- 
board tack and “hove-to’’. 

It was a wild night for a 
vessel of our size to be out in 
Block Island Sound, waiting 
for the break of day. 

We soon squared away for 
Culloden Point. Rounding the 
point, we dropped anchor on 
the easterly side of Fort Pond 
Bay. We found some of the 
other vessels had _ arrived 
just ahead of us while others 
had gone to Gardiner’s Bay 
for a safe harbor in which to 
ride out the storm. 

But for the gracious help 
of our God, and Captain 
Lathrop’s foghorn, our smack 
would have been wrecked and 
our lives in jeopardy. 

Surely there must be some 
easier way to make a living. 








My father, the recipient of the 
Forum from me, has enjoyed it 
very much all these years. It is a 
constant source of pleasure to him. 
Mrs. George Kuntz, Patchogue. 


Our family is still enjoying 
every issue. Arch Young, Mineola. 








DRY CLEANING 


RUG CLEANING 


Amiitjible Launday 


FUR STORAGE 
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Auto Radiators Repaired, Recored and Boiled Out 
Electric Motors—Rewinding and Rebuilding 


AMITYVILLE BATTERY & IGNITION SERVICE, Inc. 
Phones 1174 - 2095 


Amityville 














HERE IS ALL IT TAKES 


to convert to carefree 
automatic GAS HEAT 


Here's the happy ending to tedious furnace 
tending .. . to soot, smoke, smell and dust... 






to fuel storage and delivery problems, be- 
sides. This simple gas conversion unit is all you 
need to switch to clean, dependable Gas 





; Heat in your home. It costs you less to install 
than any other type of automatic conversion. 
It costs less to maintain as well. 


. .. And now, with our new free adjustment 
and cleaning service, gas heating is even 
more economical. 


You can convert quickly, easily to gas heat. In just a matter of a few hours, you can enjoy the comfort, cleanliness 


and pure pleasure of being served by the finest of fuels. 


Add in the extra basement space it means (no need for fuel tanks or bins) . . . the far longer service life it gives (no 
moving parts to wear out) . . . and you can see why more American homes heat with gas than with any other fuel. 


Over 15,000 Long Island families now enjoy its benefits and the trend is growing every day. 


We'll be glad to give you full facts and figures for any heating need from gas conversion burner to complete gas 


heating systems. Look into it now. The low cost will surprise you. 


LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 
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. | LONG ISLAND LIGHTING CO. (mdse. Dept.), MINEOLA, L. I. 
Phone Us or Mail the Coupon for a I Without cost or obligation, I'd like to have a FREE HEATING SURVEY and 
FREE HEATING SURVEY - details of your BUDGET BILLING PLAN. Please phone me for a survey appointment. 
and Details of our | 
BUDGET BILLING PLAN | DEADAE.. « 0.0.00:0.0:00:000:0:000000000000600000008 0000800008868 TITTTTERITTET ° 
Our engineers will make a free heating survey of your SURETY PORES qo occ niin cicesscccsescceesceen yee eepeMebuele cose cccccccsiensee ° 
home and give you a written estimate of costs. They also 
= ‘ i GUY OR VRLAGE... cc ccccccccccccccccccccccevesegccs poses eccceccccce lee occce 
will explain our BUDGET PLAN for gas bills that spreads 
easy equal payments over the whole year. er ne ee) er 





wii SS 
°r) ; 


i 


onset doo 


q 


ryyreta 109 TPN 


400145 


2uo0T 








For Luncheons and Dinners 


The Patchogue Hotel 


Centrally located on the 
South Shore for Banquets 
and other functions 


Modern Rooms and Suites 


Montauk Highway 


Phones Patchogue 1234 and 800 














Wining and Dining 
in the Continental Tradition, 
superb, leisurely, inexpensive, 


will be yours to enjoy, at the 
entirely new 


RENDEZVOUS 


Restaurant 
292 Merrick Rd. 
Phone AMityville 4-9768 


Amityville 














STERN’S 


Pickle Products, Inc. 
Farmingdale, N.Y. 


Tels. 248; Night 891 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1890 
Faetory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 














Epans 


AMITYVILLE DAIRY, INC. 
AMITYVILLE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
BLUE POINT 














Storm of 1877 


I have a letter dated Wednesday, 
Nov. 1, 1877 in which Nabby 
Worth states as follows: “Last 
night we had a terrible storm of 
wind and rain. I could not sleep 
much; it would seem sometimes as 
if the front windows would come 
in. The wind went down before 
morning. 

I might mention that Nabby 
Worth lived in Selden on Middle 
Country road. She was born Sept. 
20, 1794, and died in January, 
1873. She was the daughter of 
Labon and Johanna Worth. The 
latter, born Jan. 27, 1770, was the 
daughter of Capt. Daniel Roe. 

Joseph E. Dockow 
Hicksville 


Blacksnake a Constrictor? 


Your interesting nature editor, 
Julian Denton Smith, wrote 
(January Forum) that the black- 
snake “has no power of constric- 
tion”. This is news to me. I 
thought it was a constrictor. Is he 
sure ? 

George K. Sloat 
Valley Stream 


“Hud” Griffing, Humorist 


Certainly those who knew the 
late “Hud” Griffing, Riverhead’s 
famous hotelkeeper, will subscribe 
to my opinion that he was a very 
great humorist. He certainly could 
have made a name in that field, 
had he chosen to write for publi- 
cation. 

Capt.“Ollie” Peters 


“Qld Inlet” Off Bellport 


“Old Inlet”, across the bay from 
Bellport, is well named for it was 
once an inlet, though now solid 
beach. It seems the British who 
maintained a fort on the south side 
of Brookhaven town during the 
Revolution, used this inlet 
through which to ship cordwood to 
Manhattan. It was used until 
shortly after the War of 1812 
by small vessels. It was finally 
closed for go@d when a brig 
loaded with grindstones sank in 
its mouth. 

Orville Satterly 
East Reckaway’s Hewlett Home 

We are indebted to John Tooker 
of Babylon for the information 
that the Hewlett homestead (also 
referred to as the Carman house), 
at East Rockaway, built in 1732, 
was destroyed by fire in Septem- 
ber 1884. Six generations of the 
Hewlett family dwelt in this house. 








“Willie and Herman's” 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway East of Babylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 


Tel. MOhawk 9-9800 














For the Sea Food 
Connoisseur It’s 


SNAPPER 
INN 


on Connetquot River 
OAKDALE 
Phone SAyville 4-0248 
CLOSED MONDAYS 














HARBOR LIGHT 
RESTAURANT 
EXCELLENT CUISINE 
Catering to Small Parties 
M. SWANSON 
AMityville 4-5868 and 4-9704 


Dawes Avenue 
and George Brown Plaza 


Amityville (East) 














PETERS 


Delicatessen 


Tel. Amityville 4-1350 


176 Park Ave. 


Amityville 
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YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU TRIED 


LUNCHEON - DINNER (or SNACK) 
he SHospitality Shoppe 


where excellent food, skillfully prepared and promptly served, 
is primed to meet the better taste. 


123 Louden Avenue 


“ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHO’VE TRIED IT”’ 


in the restful comfort of 


Tel. AMityville 4-4000 


Amityville, L. I. 




















